Dear performers and parents,
Congratulations on choosing to be a part of Solo and Ensemble!  Our participation in this event has surpassed my expectations!  Students have had multiple opportunities to rehearse their music in class, and I know many have devoted time outside school hours to get ready.  Remember that the preparation for festival is where you find your reward.  What we do on Saturday is a celebration of your efforts.  As our solo and ensemble festival draws near, here are some tips for the day.
· Be on time.  You should plan to arrive no later than 30 minutes before you play.
· Be patient.  It is likely that the schedule will be adjusted throughout the day due to accompanists’ schedules and other factors out of our control.  Control what you can (being on time and ready to play, i.e.), and be flexible if things don’t go as planned.
· Be prepared.  Have your music, bow rosined, and numbered score (if I am not handling that) and be ready to go when called.
· Dress nicely.  Performers please wear something nice (no jeans, but black slacks for ladies are okay.)  You are representing yourself as a performer and your school as a student.  Please be professional.
· Be understanding.  Remember that your 3 minute performance is simply a small window into who you are as a player.  Your judge is given the difficult task of assessing your ability based on this small window.  It is a privilege to get feedback from these professional musicians and educators, and regardless of the score you may receive, there is value in the process of performing and receiving feedback.  Also know that it is never appropriate or acceptable to question a judge’s rating after the event.

I am looking forward to hearing all of you perform on Saturday!  Have fun and don’t forget to vibrate!

Solo and Ensemble is at Charlotte Middle School
1068 Carlisle Hwy, Charlotte MI, 48813

Your Performance time is:
Plan to check in at least 30 minutes prior to playing.
